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3186

Beneficiaries










SOS relies on the kindness and generosity of Canadians to be able to provide a home for the most vulnerable children around the world.

 

By becoming a child sponsor you are helping an individual child in need.











Sponsor a child in China




 







(You will receive a Canadian charitable tax receipt)
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Please help us ensure a loving home for every Chinese child. Sponsor a child in the China now.








 










For just $36/month you can sponsor a child and help provide an orphaned or abandoned child with:

	A safe and nurturing home

 
	A loving SOS mother

 
	Quality education

 
	Healthcare

 
	Nutritious food

 
	Clothing and toys

 
	All the things necessary for a bright future













Area

9,596,960 km2







Capital City

Beijing







Climate

Tropical to Subarctic







Ethnicities

Han Chinese, Zhuang 







Population

1,385.57 mil







Religions

Buddhist, Christian, Muslim














SOS Children's Villages in China

 

At present there are ten SOS Children's Villages providing loving homes to over 1,100 orphaned, abandoned and other vulnerable children and youths in China. Additionally there are nine SOS Youth Facilities, ten SOS Kindergartens, one SOS Hermann Gmeiner School, two Social Centers, and two SOS Vocational Training Centres in China.

 

SOS Children's Villages children's charity has been working in the Socialist People's Republic of China since the mid-1980s, when an agreement was signed with the Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs. The organisation has continued to work in China and is now supporting children, young people and families in ten locations throughout the country. Since 2001, the organisation has also been present in Lhasa in the autonomous region of Tibet.
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After the government signed the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the work of SOS Children's Villages became increasingly important. SOS Children's Villages offers different types of support to vulnerable families - young children can attend the SOS Kindergartens while their parents receive training or go to work.

 

When children cannot be cared for by their own families, they can move into one of the SOS families. Young adults can stay in special houses where they are guided on their path to an independent life. Other work carried out by SOS Children's Villages includes the provision of health counselling and community support.
















The world's second-largest economy

 

China is the world's fourth largest country and the most populous with over 1.3 billion inhabitants. The biggest city is Shanghai with 16.5 million and the capital Beijing is home to 12.2 million inhabitants.

 

Since the death of Mao in 1978, China has undergone an astounding economic transformation. Alongside this economic development, there has been an increase in demonstrations for more democracy.

 

Since the 1980s, China has had one of the world's fastest growing and changing economies. In fact, in early 2011, it overtook Japan as the world's second largest economy. It is one of the biggest exporters and attracts a record amount of foreign investment. There are 795.5 million workers in China (2011 est.), of which 36 per cent work in services, nearly 29 per cent in industry and 37 per cent in agriculture. The unemployment rate is low at 4.1 per cent but economic growth has slowed down over the past years due to the financial crises.
















A society that is rapidly changing due to economic success

 

 China's rapid economic transformation in the past decades has also transformed the society: the literacy rate and life expectancy rates have increased dramatically and millions of people no longer live in poverty. The number of people who live below the poverty line of one US dollar a day now stands at ten per cent, and has halved since the 1980s.

 

At present, around 47 per cent of the population lives in cities, but this figure is rapidly increasing. The inequality in terms of standard of living between rural and urban areas has brought about social tension in the deprived rural areas. The government has acknowledged the need to address this, and has introduced measures to improve the infrastructure in rural areas.

 

The transforming society has brought new challenges to the health-care system. The environmental damage caused by the economic expansion has resulted in widespread air pollution and led to respiratory problems. Although the current figures are relatively low, HIV/AIDS was the infectious disease which caused most deaths in 2010. There are an estimated 740,000 people with the disease (2009 est.).

 

Lifestyle changes have also had other effects: obesity is an increasing problem especially in major cities. About 15 per cent of men and about 16 per cent of women are classified as overweight, and nearly one fifth of primary and middle school students in Beijing are obese. Mental health issues are also concerning as China has one of the highest rates of suicide in the world, especially among women.
















Children in rural areas are particularly disadvantaged

 

There are over 334.9 million children under the age of 18 in China. The country signed the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991, and has since launched several programmes to improve the lives of children.

 

The government has introduced measures to ensure that children receive the obligatory nine-year-long education. In spite of this, many children do not receive a basic education. Although the government has provided special funds for poor areas, many children in these areas, girls in particular, drop out due to economic pressure on the families.

 

The access to, and quality of, health care varies; the more developed coastal cities have good neonatal and infant care, while the poor rural areas, or those in the west of the country, are not as well serviced. In poorer areas, malnutrition increases the risk of complications from other illnesses and many children die from pneumonia and diarrhoea.

 

China has one of the largest figures for child labour in the world. Once again, children in rural areas are disadvantaged, as the number who are forced to work is greater here than in cities.

 

The recent changes have also had an effect on adolescents, who struggle to find their place in a changing society. Around 30 million teenagers under the age of 17 suffer from psychological problems, and the figure is thought to be increasing.
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 The SOS Children's Village in China provides loving homes to orphaned and abandoned children
 	10 VILLAGES 	844   Orphaned and Abandoned Children 
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 The SOS Youth Facilities in China provides youth with a loving environment where they learn to transition into independent living and to expand their education
 	9 YOUTH FACILITIES 	298   Youths in our Care 
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 The SOS Kindergarten in China are a fundamental building block for the early development needs including, intellectual and social skills for children.
 	8 KINDERGARTENS 	1234   Kindergarten students 
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 SOS Vocational Training Centres in China provide young adults from our youth centres, SOS villages and the surrounding community with the skills they will need to secure reliable employment. They provide realistic job opportunities for the future and an avenue to independence.
 	2 VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRES 	220   Youth and adult students 
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 SOS Social Centres in China aim is to help families, in particular women and children, living in communities neighbouring the SOS Children's Villages to gradually escape from poverty, and to help young people become self-reliant.
 	2 SOCIAL CENTRES 	590   Beneficiaries 
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Quick Links




About SOS Children's Villages


What are SOS Villages?


How SOS Helps Children and Families








 












Please donate and help the children of China








 









Latest News





Taking Precautions: SOS China Protecting Against Coronavirus





SOS Preparing for Super Typhoon Nepartak in Taiwan and Mainland China





Chinese Mother Local Hero
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